CHAPTER ELEVEN 


Government jor the Future 


Government, designed to do for groups of people what they can- 
not do for themselves individually, has been the political tradition through 
the years in Heber City. Large political organizations or bureaucratic 
operations have been non-existent, as those elected to office have sought 
only one goal: to make Heber a better place in which to live. 

Settlers who first came to the valley were schooled in the righteous 
principles of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and easily 
governed themselves. As the community grew, Church leaders assumed 
the role of directing civic as well as religious matters. Then the two 
areas began to separate in their needs and government officials came into 
the picture. 

As outlined in Chapter 4 the first government unit in the valley came 
with the organization of Wasatch County by the Territorial Legislature 
on January 17, 1862. Major officers of the county government were a 
probate judge and selectmen. These officials, along with other assistants, 
directed the activities of all communities in the county until 1889 when 
Heber City was organized as a township, followed in 1891 by Midway 
and then by the other communities in later years, 

One of the first governmental services afforded residents of the new 
settlement came even before many settlers arrived in the valley. During 
June of 1859, Jesse Fuller, deputy county surveyor of Utah County, 
came to the valley and surveyed the new location. He established the 
initial point of the community at the north end of Main Street on a west 
side lot long known as George W. Clyde's corner. 

The Fuller survey plotted blocks 24 rods square, with the streets 
designated as five rods wide. Each block was divided into four lots 12 
rods square. This first survey included a tract eight blocks south of the 
initial point and five and one-half blocks west, making the townsite three 
quarters of a mile long and one-half mile wide. > 

The first homes built in the settlement in 1859 and 1860 were in the Y 
fort area which comprised 80 square rods between what is now First 
West and Fourth West streets and Second North and Fifth North Streets. 

A few months after the west part of Heber was surveyed, the east 
area of the townsite was laid out, with Main Street left as seven rods 
wide. The southern part of Heber City was at first homesteaded by 
Jonathan Clegg, and included an area a mile long and a quarter of a mile 
wide. In 1875 Mr. Clegg sold three 40-acre sections to Wasatch County 
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for only $150, stipulating that the land should be subdivided into city lots 
and sold to raise money to support the city schools, 

The land was appraised by Thomas H. Giles, Probate Judge, Abram 
Hatch, Bishop of the Church and Thomas Rasband, trustee for the schools. 
These appraisers met several different times to consider the prices to be 
asked for the lots and finally on August 29, 1876 decided that the prices 
would range from $12 to $20 per lot depending on the exact size. The 
average lot was 10 by 12 rods in size. . 

The surveyors who laid out the first lots in Heber City used the best 
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